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EDITORIAL Juliana Lazarus

“If you are thinking a year ahead, sow seeds. If you are thinking
ten years ahead, plant a tree. If you are thznkmg one hundred
vears ahead, educate the people.” (Anon)
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EDUCATING CHILDREN

Supporting students in their
pursuit of education has been our
primary goal.

Education is essential not only
for every individual’s personal
growth and development but also
for the well being of society.
Keeping this in mind, We Care has
initiated several programmes and
has been supporting the education
of over 100 students during the
year. Financial assistance is given
to help students with fees, books,
uniforms and towards nutrition.
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EDUCATION PROGRAMME

Sponsor a Child

The aim of the “Sponsor a Child” initiative is to give
people an opportunity to sponsor the education of a
child. Each child will have one sponsor who will receive
an annual progress report. We will also try to make it
possible for the sponsor and child to interact with each
other either personally or through correspondence.

Save ‘N’ Study

We are encouraging more
and more poor people to
enroll themselves under
this programme.
During the year
2000-2001, 12
students benefitted from this
programme. The total amount disbursed during the
year was Rs 22,654.

Nutrition

We found that many of the children whose education
we supported were physically weak. Their food intake
is poor and lacks nourishment. In order to provide
these students with some nourishing food, we started a
Nutrition Programme. On Saturday evenings, each child
receives a ration of eggs and cereals for a week. A
health card is being maintained to monitor their
improvement. About 32 children are benefiting under
this programme.

Creche for the Poor

We Care supports a créeche for children of domestic
women workers at Holy Cross Convent, Madivala,
Bangalore. So far, we have spent about Rs 17,500 to
repair and install new games and play equipment for
the children there.

Adult Literacy

In order to educate domestic women workers, WE
CARE initiated an adult literacy programme. About
seven women from around the Madivala area are
attending this programme ri ght now. Every day, for
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about 1 1/2 half hours, they learn to read and write
English and Kannada.

Mid-Day Meals

During the year 2000-2001, We Care initiated a mid-
day meal programme in two schools. The first was at St
Francis Xavier School, Summanahalli, Bangalore where
the cost of feeding 50 children from July to March 2001
was Rs 22,500. The second was at St Anthony’s
Kannada Primary School, Camp Belgaum where it cost
Rs 8,000 to feed 65 children. Needless to say, the
programme was extremely beneficial to the students.

This year, with assistance from Missionzentrale der
Franciskaner, Bonn, Germany, we have been able to
extend this programme to two more schools, St Clare’s
Girls Hostel, Nanasera, Jharkhand and Divine Mercy
School, Hunchanhatti, Belgaum. The total number of
children who will benefit from the programme this year
is expected to be about 217.

WE CARE Nursery School

In order to support poor children from the nearby slums,

We Care began a nursery school at Holy Cross Convent,
Madivala, Bangalore. The school was inaugurated by
Fr Babujose Pamplany, Joint Managing Trustee, in June
at the Holy Cross Convent. About 25 children between
the ages of 3 1/2 and 5 years are being educated. Those
who can afford it pay a small fee of Rs 100 per month.
Others are granted concessions and many of them are
studying free of cost.




EDUCATION PROGRAMME : ; | |

Higher Education

In keeping with its aim of making people self-reliant,
We Care has stepped in to help students pursue
vocational education like nursing, chartered accountancy
and computer programming.

Value Education

We Care spent Rs 15,000 on a group of delegates to
attend the 19th World Conference in Mumbai in
October. The three-day conference centred around the
theme, Empower the Family.

Gujarat & Education

The earthquake that rocked Gujarat in January is no
more news but Gujarat is still a devastated state, needing
attention. We Care is doing its bit for the victims. Through
advertisements and publicity, we received donations for
the welfare of the victims amounting to Rs 45,035. To
this, Fr Cleary, CSsR, made a personal contribution of
Pounds 5,000 (=INR Rs 3,28.442). We have decided
to use the contributions for the education of poor children
in the affected areas of Gujarat. We are exploring
possibilities on how best to utilize these funds.

1 SLUM CHILDREN -

! This was perhaps one of the biggest projects that
| We Care has taken up so far. Held between April 23-
I 29, the camp catered to 150 children from four
I different slums—Rajendra Nagar, Siddartha Nagar,
I Bande Slum and Jogi Colony. Among the pamcnpants
I were three disabled children.

SUMMER CAMP

i The camp included meals and snacks, games,
I drama, songs, drawing and painting, story-telling and
I other social activities to keep them occupied through
I the day.

: We arranged an outing to the Ramana Maharishi
I Academy for the Blind with the help of AMICI. We
I alsohad ahealth check-up for all the children with the
I help of volunteer doctors and staff from St John’s
I Medical College Hospital. The camp ended with a
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cultural programme by the children for their parents
and friends. Manjunath Reddy, Corporator, was the
chief guest.

The camp brought out the immense potential in
our slums that go untapped. This was an opportunity
for the children to showcase their talent and give them
the confidence to participate in similar activities
elsewhere.

The summer camp was made possible, thanks
to the generous contributions (in cash and kind) from
various schools, organizations and individuals. Over
40 persons volunteered their services. We would like
to thank, in a special way, the student friars of St
Anthony’s Friary; the student sisters of the FMM’s,
Augustine Nivas and Holy Cross Convent; Mrs Inez
D’Costa; members of the SFO; Mr Jaynanth &
Sreenivas Gowda of Amici; Mrs & Mr Sunderraj; Sr
(Dr) Rosaline, FMM,; Staff of SIMCH; Mr Ambrose
Rajendram & his colleagues of Integrated Information
Systems, Inc; the youth volunteers and our donors in
helping us to conduct this programme.

Hubble of Activity compressed into seven days of
excitment and happiness for the boys and girls of theRajendra
Nagar, Siddartha Nagar, Bande Slum and Jogi Colony.

Know doubt the kitchen was the centre of activity, but
sports - saw an intermingling of company excectives and the
young uns. At the end of it all everyone left with the words

“Hope We Care has it next year too”
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There is more to We Care...

CHILDREN’S ANNUAL DAY SELF-EMPLOYMENT

This year, we conducted the annual day for childrenon ~ One of the best things that happened to Gurappa of
the 22™ of December 2001. Over 50 children attended ~ Karpur (Anekal taluk) was his being cured of leprosy.
the programme along with their guardians. But life continued to be a
The children organized a cultural | . struggle, especially after he
programme co-sponsored by Y’s Men sold off his cow to repair
Club, Jayanagar, Bangalore and Rotract B his house. WE CARE
Club, Jayanagar, Bangalore. Each child stepped in with Rs 15,000

was given a sweater and small gift. | and helped him buy a milch
Refreshments were served to all the | cow. This brings in some
children. income and makes life and
MEDICAL CARE ) living a little l?rlght(?r for
Gurappa and his family.
We Care reaches out to many poor i

persons who are in need of medical assistance. Medical
assistance is given both by way of direct help as well as
through the We Care Homoepathic Dispensary. A
total of Rs 29,780 was spent on medical care for about
40 persons. .

LEPROSY FUND

WE CARE helped
Shivalingaiah, a
leprosy patient in
Mandya with Rs 5,700
to buy a buffalo and
show him the way
towards his livelihood.
The help was given to
him from the fund Financial assistance, amounting to Rs
created for the care of 5,400, was given to three disabled
Leprosy Patients and persons.

their Families. The project was implemented with the

help of MOB Rural Health Centre. W RN EET Y SRINTING TND
VOCATIONAL TRAINING

HOUSING

of Mr John, 55 years, who would take up driving assign-
ments on a casual basis. He was without a job for a long
time. With the help of Rs 5,000 from WE CARE, he set
up a tea stall in Madivala, Bangalore.

Mr Anjanappa of Hosahalli was given Rs 5,000
to buy a water pump to make irrigation
of his land easier.

CARE FOR SENIOR CITIZENS

Five elderly women receive monthly
rations from We Care. Rs 3,782.75 was
spentin this area.

CARE FOR THE DISABLED

; The center earned an income of Rs 62,962.70. The total
Three persons (including one leprosy patient) were given  collection from jobs done was Rs 1,46,760. The trainees
financial aid to construct their houses. The total amount  and staff were paid a stipend of Rs 42,495.

spent on this was Rs 15,000.

WE CARE WEBSITE

We Care has a website. You can visit us at www.wecaretrust.org. We thank Rovin Misqitha for designing and
hosting the website and Mr James of  Cybertec Systems for donating the web space on the web server.
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Giving it Back to Society

Kevin and Maureen Colaso celebrated their silver
wedding anniversary on 31, December 2000, with a
difference. They fed over 100 orphan children and
donated from their family sources Rs 55,000 to We Care
under the fund heading KEVIN & MAUREEN
COLACO CHARITY FUND.

We have reproduce their letter to WE CARE below:
OUR SILVER YEAR OF MEMORIES

Our Silver Wedding Day draws near, we recall
many happy memories we have gathered on life’s way
which add a wealth of meaning to our Silver Wedding
day. =

“A promise we made before GOD and man, the beating of two hearts in love, prayed that our life together
be a happy one blessed by God from above”.

We are sweethearts and the closest friends and with each other, our days begin and end.Time has. stolen
our strength and youth but it has not changed this shining truth. We can’t believe our love has lasted all these
vears. while hardships came with sorrow’s tears. Met each test and got by, promising each time we will love
each other till we die.

We are not rich in worldly wealth nor do we own anything gained by stealth, but to each other we remain
the greatest treasure, which is our source of pride and quiet pleasure. 31st December dawned and we wished
each other all the happiness with which two loving hearts are blessed.

Renewed our promises, exchanged Silver Bands and what joy filled my whole being to hear Kevin say
“Maureen you were, and are, my choice for life. My girl, my lady, my sweet wife.”

What anniversary celebrations are you having, our loved ones asked when we all met to celebrate my
sister’s silver wedding only a month before But we didn’t think much of a celebration as our eldest son was
away in the US on an assignment.We decided that in memory of our Silver Wedding, we would present a silver
gift to society to help under priviledged children and that is how the ‘KEVIN & MAUREEN COLACO CHAR-
ITY FUND’ under WE CARE was born.

What immense joy filled us on our Silver Wedding day which was otherwise a quiet affair. We were
blessed with two boys who have grown up to be handsome lads. Keith is now working and his gift to us was his
contribution to our charity fund. We appreciate his thoughtfulness and gesture and we hope he will continue
to help us build up this fund. Conrad is still a student, so we got warm wishes and kisses from him and we hope
that his contributions to this fund will flow shortly.

Both of us have retired under VRS and plan to help social organisations with our services. I end saying,
loving God and serving Him in such a faithful way will be a source of pride and joy to us. We pray that He may
richly bless our future and may it be even happier than the years we’ve left behind.

. _ MEM()RIAL FUND
Blrth of a son/ daughter; Silver/ Go}den J ubhee of your Weddmg ora pas:,mg of abeloved one, these

1andmarks of your life can be marked thh a fundto help the underpriviliged through We Care.

mformaaonon this contact: We Care, St Amhm:y s Friary, 85 Hosur Road, Bangalore - 560095, India
_orjustemail: wecare(‘)vsnl net
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WE CARE AND OTHERS - STRENGTH IN NETWORKING ;

WE CARE and Holy Cross Convent

We Care has associated itself with Holy Cross Convent:
To support the creche for the children of domestic
women; To run the WE CARE.Nursery School; To
carry on an adult literacy programme; To carry on the
nutrition programme for students. We extend a big thanks
to Sr Clara and her community for their cooperation
and whole hearted support in these endeavours.

WE CARE and AMICI

Through the assistance received from AMICI di Raoul
Follereau, Bangalore, we were able to support the
education (tuition fees, books, uniform and health care)
of over 95 children. The amqunt spent on this was Rs
93,754. We thank Dr Daisy Kandathil, Mr Jose M V
and all the staff of AMICI for their generosity and
support.

WE CARE and Navachetana
To continue our assistance to mentally challenged
persons who are in need of home care, We Care has

supported Navachetana, a Home for Mental Patients,
with Rs 15,000.

WE CARE and SKIP

Skills for Progress (SKIP) is an organization in
Bangalore that assists people with soft loans and grants
towards self-employment and vocational training. SKIP
was generous enough to sanction two applications of
Mr Gurappa and Mr John towards self-employment.
The responsibility for receiving and disbursing the money
was done through We Care.

WE CARE and Maria Seva Sangh

We Care is supporting a midday meal programme at St
Francis Xavier’s School, Bangalore, through Maria Seva
Sangha. Our thanks to Lt Gen T C Joseph, AVSM
(Retd), Chairman of the Midday Meal Programme of
MSS.

WE CARE and Belgaum Diocesan Education
Board

We Care provides midday meals to 65 students of St
Anthony’s Balawadi and 72 students of Divine Mercy
Kannada Primary School, Hunchinatti. The progamme
is being supervised by Fr Robert Fernandes, Director
of Belgaum Diocesan Education Board.

WE CARE and St Clare’s Girls Hostel

We Care provides midday meals to 30 tribal girl
students at Clare’s Girls Hostel in Jharkhand, a hostel
constructed by the State Government. The project is
supervised by Fr Fulgence Ekka, OFM & Fr. Prasad P,
of St Francis of Assisi Church, Nanasera. With the
introduction of the mid-day meal programme, there has
been an increase in the number of students at the hostel
and a marked improvement in their performance. The
project is supported by Missionszentrale der
Franciskaner, Bonn, Germany.

Hong Kong Bank Shows it Cares
Hong Kong
Bank,
Bangalore,
invited We
Care to set up
a stall in
November
2001 to
exhibit and
sell handicraft
items as a
means of
raising funds.
This was
vrganized as
part of their
Help-ing Hand
Mela - a
programme 1o
assist NGOs.

Through
this stall, We
Care showcased the products made by
disabled persons and self-employed women.
We raised around Rs 40,000 through sales and
donation. We wish to thank Mr Arvind
Shrama, Branch Manager, and Mrs Mavis
Smith for this innovative pro-gramme and for
their whole-hearted support.

The corporate world has many such
avenues to come to the help of the
underprivilaged /and physically challenged by
directly involving themselves in similar
activities,through WE CARE.
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REPORT ON ST. CLARE’S HOSTEL NANSERA,

JHARKAND

Meals Programme for Tribal Girl cChildren

We:would 1ike to present to. you a short report of our lifc in St

Clare’'s Hostel, Nanesera.
A Brief History of St. Clare’s Hostel

St. Clare’s Hostel was built by

the government of Bihar. It was

built for the economically weaker |
Clare’s Hostel was known as
Bihar Government and officials who
Home for the economically
However, no government officials
of the hostel with regard to food and
Franciscans have taken it up, they
Hostel. The inmates of the hostel
to seek the help of generous people.
their riches for the well being of the
Trevor and WE CARE who

tribal girl children. Earlier, St.
government Hostel. Thanks to
managed to build a Hostel or a
challenged school going children.
| came forward to help the inmates
lighting facility. After the
named the hostel as St. Clare’s
are poor, therefore, the friars used
Not many came forward to share
children. A big thanks to Fr.
intervened with a MID-DAY

MEAL Programme for the inmates of St. Clare’s Hostel through financial assistance from Missionzentrale Der
Franciskaner, Bonn, Germany (MZF). We offer a big thank-you to MZF who generously supported our work.

Presently there are about 32 girls. They are inmates of St. Clare’s Hostel. Some children dis-continued due
to unknown reasons . About five girls may join soon. The hostel can accommodate about thirty- five girls only.

Our situation before WE CARE joined hands
in helping the inmates of St. Clare’s Hostel

The inmates used to have only one meal a day with watery
curry made out of pulses.

The Bulgar was used as a second meal with no
vegetables or curry. Often, the children were unable to
eat due to lack taste.

Due to an imbalance in the diet children often fell sick,

which also affected their studies.

The students used to study under dim solar-Light, and
walk up to their hostel in the dark.

Lot of study time was lost in students collecting firewood
and also attending to kitchen work.

Our situation after WE CARE joined hands in
helping the inmates of St. Clare’s Hostel

The children now have two meals a day with curry
and vegetables.

Bulgar and other food is served which is tasty.

The children now get nutritious food, with eggs and
meat, which gives them healthier sustances and mental
capacity.

Whenever Solar-lights fail, we switch on the generator
for the purpose of studying and hurricane lamps have
been provided to overcome the darkness.

The tension of cooking is reduced by engaging the
service of a cook.

We are grateful to you for your generous and kind caring self. We would like to renew our collaborative
work for the year 2002-2003. Kindly extend us your support in the following year as well.

(Fr.Prasad Papabathuni OFM)
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We Care

EXTRACTS FROM THE AUDITED STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS (Figures in Indian Rupees)
, YEAR
DONATIONS & INCOME RECEIVED DURING THE YEAR March 2001
Voluntary Contributions/Donations 1288079
Donation towards Leprosy Patients Fund 0
Donations towards John & Theresa
Memorial Education Fund 49334
Donations towards Women’s Welfare Fund 0
Donation - Maureen & Kevin Colaco Charity Fund 55000
SNS Education Programme 15150
Income from Screen Printing Centre : 59463
Advertisements / 0
Homeopathic Centre : 0
Bank Interest \ 59220
| TOTAL 1526246
ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES
Annual Day Celebrations 4138
Legal & Professional Charges 0
Bank Charges 432
Meeting Expenses 142
News Letter 0
Printing & Stationery 6209
Postage 9267
- Telehone Charges 18448
Travelling & Conveyance 2331
Public Relations & Publicity 8640
Website 1000
Audit Fees 925
Salary & Wages : 16625
Repairs & Maintenance 834
Audio - Visuals : 8905
| TOTAL ' 77496
CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES
Education & Literacy Programmes 123854
Care of Self Employment 0
Care of Alcoholics 680
Anti-leprosy Day 0
Care of Poor 3783
Screen printing Vocational Trainin g Centre 0
- S.N.S Education Project 22654
Support for Self Employment (including Leprosy patients) 37213
Assistance for Housing 10000
Mid-Day Meals Programmes : 30500
Care of Disabled 5400
Medical & Health Care (Including Homeopathic Dispensary) 29781
| TOTAL . : 263865

S ction 801 le upto 2004.
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YEAR

TRUST & WELFARE FUNDS March 2001
Leprosy Patients and Families Fund : 50000
Women’s Welfare Fund : 25000
S.N.S. Education Fund o 6246
John & Theresa Memorial Education Fund 108916
Maureen & Kevin Colaco Charity Fund ; 55000
General Fund 1579771
Trust Fund : 5000

[ TOTAL 1829933

ASSETS AS ON 31st MARCH

FD in ICICI ~ 30000
ED in Amanath Coop Bank Ltd 346000
ED in South Indian Bank Itd 1032000
Advance for Land ; 170000
Computer & Accessories , 63286
Furnitures & Fixtures i3 3012
Cash in Hand A 31733
Cash in Saving Bank Accounts 142429
Telephone Deposit 6280 -
|TOTAL 1824740

THE STORY OF VIJAY - PROVIDING HOPE

Vijay is a young boy, aged 14 years. He come from a
broken family. His father is an alcoholic and his mother
is a house maid. He has two sisters and an younger
brother. His father has abandoned the family and lives
separately. Vijay lives with his mother, brother, sisters,

nephew and brother-in-law in a small hut measuring

10’ by 8'!' The total income of the family is about
Rs.1,200 pm. Vijay is a bright boy and was doing well
in school. But owing to this miserable situation, Vijay
decided to discontinue his studies from class 7" and
began working in a small factory. On many occasions

he worked for 14 hours earning a small income. On

seeing the situation WE CARE decided to adopt Vijay.

He got admission for vocational training as an

electrician and now studying in this institution.

WE CARE has come a long way since it first
started out. It would never have been
possible without your unstinting help and
support. :

Vijay'’s probléms were not over. Often he used to
go to school hungry as there was nothing to eat for
breakfast. Once again, WE CARE made arrangements
to give him a boiled egg and a glass of milk every
morning before he went to school. Further he had to
walk a distance of 2kms to school. Now he is provided
with a bi-cycle to go and return from school.

We Care takes this opportunity to thank
every one of you . We would have done it by
name but we respect the wishes of many who
prefer to remain anonymous Thank you
once again.

We hope Vijay will be able to study well and lay
a good foundation for his future.
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